Book of Revelation
31 – Seven Bowls

[The Seven Bowls of God's Wrath]


[16:1] Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out [Ps 79:6; Jer 10:25] on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”


[2] So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores [Ex 9:9-11 Plague 6] came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.


[3] The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea. [Rev 8:8-9 Trumpet 2]

[4] The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. [Rev 8:10 Trumpet 3; Ex 7:17-20] [5] And I heard the angel in charge of the waters [gods, spirits thought to be responsible for physical manifestations] say,


“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, [Rev 1:4, 8; 4:8 “is, was, is to come”; 11:17 “is to come” omitted] 


for you brought these judgments.


[6] For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, [Rev 6:9-10 Seal 5]


and you have given them blood to drink. [Isa 49:26]

It is what they deserve!”


[7] And I heard the altar [Rev 6:9 Seal 5] saying,


“Yes, Lord God the Almighty,



true and just are your judgments!” [Rev 15:3 saints’ song]

[8] The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire. [Rev 9:17-18 Trumpet 6] [9] They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent [Rev 2:21 Thyatira] and give him glory. [Rev 11:13 two witnesses]

[10] The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, [Rev 13:2 first beast] and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. [Rev 9:2 Trumpet 5; Ex 10:21 Plague 9] People gnawed their tongues in anguish [11] and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.


[12] The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, [Rev 9:14 Trumpet 6] and its water was dried up, [Isa 11:15; 44:27; Jer 50:38; 51:32, 36 Water -> Life] to prepare the way for the kings from the east. [Parthians] [13] And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet [Rev 12 – dragon and two beasts], three unclean spirits like frogs. [Ex 8:6 Plague 2] [14] For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, [Rev 13:13 beast 2] who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them [1 Ki 22:19-23 Micaiah and Ahab] for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. [Rev 6:17 Seal 6] [15] (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! [Rev 3:3 Sardis] Blessed is the one who stays awake, [Rev 3:2-3] keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) [Rev 3:18 Laodicea] [16] And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

[The Seventh Bowl]


[17] The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, [Eph 2:2] and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” [18] And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, [Rev 4:5; 8:5; 11:19] and a great earthquake [Rev 6:12; 11:13] such as there had never been since man was on the earth, [Dan 12:1; Joel 2:2] so great was that earthquake. [19] The great city [Rev 11:8 two witnesses] was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon [Rev 14:8 Angel 2] the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. [Rev 14:10 Angel 3] [20] And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. [Rev 6:14 Seal 6] [21] And great hailstones, [Rev 11:19 Trumpet 7] about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, [Ex 9:23-25 Plague 7] because the plague was so severe.


(Revelation 16 ESV)
1. Observations

a. Whereas earlier judgments were often restricted in scope (a third, a fourth), the series of judgments depicted by the bowls are unrestricted

b. Many elements of this chapter refer back to earlier chapters (plague details, altar, fire/heat, throne, beast, dragon, Euphrates)

c. Bowls poured onto recipients of judgment (earth, sea, rivers and springs, sun, throne, Euphrates, air)

d. They could be seen as a set of new judgment events, but could also be seen as completion of judgments already occurring as described through the seals and trumpets
e. John is clearly using figurative language throughout the chapter (e.g., altars don’t usually speak, frogs don’t come out of beasts)
f. It is possible to see these as literal events that will fall upon the earth, but the figurative language clearly allows for a symbolic message rather than literal

g. What is clear is that those who go against God will suffer the effects of not being under God’s protection

h. In the Epistle to the Romans, Paul’s use of “wrath of God” is best seen as “natural consequences of living against the law of Life”, rather than “God causing judgment to fall upon”. Use of “wrath of God” in Revelation could be read in the same manner.

i. C.f., Jeremiah 7:16-20 (esp. v19)
i. The list of plagues contain many allusions back to the Exodus story

j. John appears to be bringing together the letters, seals, trumpets, the dragon (and beast) stories, and the saints (the 144k) into one, final culmination of all story lines

k. John’s message is not about the plagues. The plagues are the vehicle he uses to focus on the message of the deliverance of God’s people.
l. Rev 16-18 possibly an expansion of three angels introduced in Rev 14:6-11
m. “They did not repent” x 2 (v9, 11)

2. Armageddon

a. [image: image1.emf]Har-Magedon; “Har” ( mountain

b. Megedon ( Megiddo? It is a valley, not a mountain

i. A strategic location used for numerous battles recorded in the OT

ii. If this is the location, Armageddon might imply a military battle

iii. Interpretation taken by large swath of Christianity

c. Nearest mountain of note ( Mt. Carmel

d. Har-Magedon ( mountain near Megiddo?

e. Mt. Carmel

i. Location where Elijah battled the false prophets of Baal

ii. Battle between true vs. false God/gods and their worship ( Revelation’s theme

iii. If this is the location, Armageddon implies a spiritual battle

iv. Interpretation suggested by Jon Paulien


3. First angel of Rev 14:6-7 – what are some parallels with Rev 16?
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” (Rev 14:6-7 ESV)
a. Worship is the defining “mark” (16:2)

b. The judgments pictured by the seven bowls of wrath are judgments against created things
i. False worship worships creation

1. Patriarchal gods; Canaanite gods; Babylonian, Greek, Roman pantheon, etc.

2. “Creation” turns against its worshipers

ii. True worship worships the Creator

c. Giving glory to God (16:9)

d. Cursing vs. fearing God (16:9, 11, 21)

e. “Gospel” (14:6) cannot be the message of a call to repentance since those who come under judgment do not repent, but curse God

i. What message would the Christians in the region of Ephesus have heard as good news?

ii. Good news: true justice will be vindicated; injustice will be exposed and destroyed. Justice is the proper use of power; injustice is the abuse of power. Justice flows from understanding creation’s proper relation to its Creator. Injustice results when one part of creation is elevated over another.
f. Plagues of Egypt and the Bowls of Wrath

i. Plagues demonstrated God’s power over creation

ii. Bowls of wrath demonstrate the same

iii. Placing trust (i.e., worship) in the wrong thing leads to destruction

4. Summary

a. Bowls of wrath should be seen primarily in symbolic terms (as opposed to literal events)

i. Symbolic of God demonstrating his rule over creation (c.f., Exodus plagues, drought during Elijah’s time and subsequent battle with prophets of Baal)

ii. Symbolic of results of false worship

b. A message of fear/terror never leads to repentance, nor does a show of power
i. Note: It is not the point of this chapter, nor really of Revelation, to discuss how Christians are to bring Christ to the world. What Revelation reveals here is what doesn’t work.

c. Justice is the power employed in proper relation to its source; injustice is pursuit and use of power apart from its true source

d. Justice is eternal; injustice is finite

e. Armageddon is the battle of justice vs. injustice
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